
 

Prayers at Candle Lighting 

 

 
The candles are lighted. 

 
The Leader says the appointed Antiphon (see Antiphons, next panels). 

 
All say in unison. 

O Gracious Light 
  

O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 
The Leader repeats the appointed Antiphon (see Antiphons, next panels).  

 
Then follows the customary blessing over the food followed by the meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If not used at the evening meal, the daily readings (see BCP p. 937ff), 

the Collect of the Day (see back panel), and/or other prayers may be 

added, concluding with the Lord's Prayer. 

    

 

  

 

Antiphons 
 

 

 

First Week of Advent (November 29 – December 4 

Behold, the Lord will come, with all the saints, and on that day there 

will be a great light, alleluia. 
 

Second Week of Advent (December 5 – 11) 

The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the Salvation of God. 
 

Third Week of Advent (December 12 - 16)  

Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the Cherubim; stir up your 

strength and come to help us. 
 

December 17 

O Wisdom, you came forth from the mouth of the Most High; and reach 

from one end of the earth to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering all 

things:  Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

December 18 

O Adoni, and Leader of the house of Israel, you appeared in the bush to 

Moses in a flame of fire, and gave the law on Sinai:  Come and redeem 

us with an outstretched arm. 
 

December 19 

O Root of Jesse, you stand as an ensign to the peoples; before you kings 

will shut their mouths, and nations bow in worship:  Come and deliver 

us, and tarry not. 
 

December 20 

O Key of David, and Scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no 

one can shut; you shut and no one can open: Come and bring the 

captives out of the prison house, those who sit in darkness and the 

shadow of death. 
 

December 21 

O Dayspring, Brightness of the Light Eternal, and Sun of Righ-

teousness: Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and the 

shadow of death. 
 

December 22 

O King of the nations, and their Desire, you are the cornerstone who 

makes us both one: Come and save the creature whom you fashioned 

from clay. 
 

December 23 

O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, the Desire of all nations and their 

Salvation: Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Christmas Eve - December 24 
While all things were in quiet silence, and the night was in the midst of 
its swift course, your almighty Word, O Lord, leaped down out of your 
royal throne, alleluia. 
 

First Day - December 25 
Today the Christ is born; today the Savior has appeared; today on earth 
angels are singing, archangels rejoicing; today the righteous exalt and 
say: Glory to God in the Highest, alleluia. 
 

Second Day - December 26 
Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 
dawned upon you. 
 

Third Day - December 27 
God has poured upon us the new light of the incarnate Word, alleluia. 
  

Fourth Day - December 28 
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

Fifth Day - December 29 
When the time had full come, God sent forth the Son, alleluia. 
 

Sixth Day - December 30 
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, 
alleluia. 
 

Seventh Day  - December 31 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and he shall be called the 
Prince of Peace, alleluia. 
 

Eighth Day,  Feast of the Holy Name-Jan 1 
God has raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of the servant 
David, alleluia. 
 

Ninth Day - January 2 
Cry aloud, ring out your joy, for the great one in the midst of you is the 
Holy One of Israel. 
 

Tenth Day - January 3 
While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become 
children of light. 
 

Eleventh Day - January 4 
God has given him as a light to the nations, that his salvation may reach 
to the ends of the earth. 
 

Twelfth Day - January 5 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
God’s only Son into the world, so that we might live through him, 
alleluia. 
  

The Epiphany - January 6 

Nations will stream to your light and kings to the brightness of your 

dawning, alleluia. 



 

THE COLLECTS 
 
First Week of Advent (November 29 – December 4) 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 

which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Second Week of Advent (December 5 - 11) 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 

heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 

joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Third Week of Advent (December 12 - 18) 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; 

and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful 

grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 

and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Fourth Week of Advent (December 19 - 23) 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 

that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 

mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Christmas Day (December 24,25) 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our 

nature upon him, and to be born [this day] of a pure virgin: Grant 

that we, who have been born again and made your children by 

adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same 

Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday after Christmas Day (December 27) 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of 

your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our 

hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Name (January 1) 

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of 

Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we 

pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

Second Sunday after Christmas Day (January 3) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 

restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 

share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share 

our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Epiphany (January 6) 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to 

the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to 

your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent and Christmas 

 

 

 

Prayers at Candle Lighting 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The following form is designed to be used at the lighting of 

the Advent wreath and/or other candles in the evening 

during Advent and the twelve days of Christmas.  It is 

offered as a very simple, practical way to observe Advent 

and Christmas in the home.  If used at the evening meal, this 

form, complete with blessing, should last about one minute. 

This liturgy may be amplified, but its beauty and power lie in 

its basic simplicity and repetition.  It is strongly 

recommended that households with children use only the 

simple form provided.  The hymn, "O Gracious Light," is 

very easily memorized, and even the youngest children are 

able to join in, after hearing it for the first week. 


